Arabs Hold 
200 Aboard 
2 Jetliners 

Prom News Dispatches 

Switzer land announced 
yesterday that it would re- 
lease three imprisoned Arab 
guerrillas in exchange for 
♦the release of Swiss pas- 
'sengers being held hostage 
aboard two explosive-laden 
hijacked airliners in Jordan. 

West Germany indicated 
that it also would, meet a de- 
mand by Palestinian guerrillas 
that it release three comman- 
dos being held in Germany in 
exchange for the Germans 
aboard the TWA and Swissair 
planes, which were hijacked 
Sunday. 

The British embassy in 
Washington said that a deci- 
sion would be made today on 
a guerrilla demand for the 
release of a woman guerrilla 
being held in England and the 
body of her accomplice, killed 
in the unsuccessful hijacking 
attempt aboard an El A1 air ; 
liner Sunday. Sources in Lon- 
don said the woman would 
probably. not be released. 

A fourth plane hijacked 
during the coordinated action 
by Palestinian guerrillas was 
blown up early yesterday in 
Cairo only a few minutes after 
the 177 people aboard slid 
down emergency chutes to 
safety. Most of the passengers 
and crew who had been aboard 
the Pan American World Air- 
ways 747 flew to Rome later 
yesterday, en route to New 
York, their original destina- 
tion. 

About 200 passengers were 
aboard the two airliners park- 
ed nose-to-nose at a remote 
airstrip near the town of 
Zarqa, Jordan. The guerrillas 
allowed between 80 and 120 
passengers — mostly women 
and children— to go to a hotel 
in Amman. 

The Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, a 
Marxist commando group that ; 
engineered all the hijackings,! 
set a 72-hour deadline expiring i 
late Thursday for the release 
of Palestinian prisoners in 
West Germany, Switzerland 
and Britain. They threatened 



to blow up the two planes if 
their demands were not met. 

A report that the guerrillas 
also demanded the release Sir- 
han B. Sirhan, a Palestinian 
sentenced to death in Cali- 
fornia for the assasination of 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, was 
denied by guerrilla headquar- 
ters in Amman. 

The guerrillas also said that 
the approximately 50 Israelis 
and undetermined number of 
American - Israelis aboard the 
planes would be held until 
Palestinian commandos in Is- 
raeli prisons were freed. 
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Leilah Khaled is the hijacker held in England. Guer- 
rillas demand her release in return for 200 passengers. 







Swiss to Free 3 Jailed Guerrillas 



HIJACK, From A1 

They also demanded the re- 
lease of two Algerian officials 
recently arrested during a stop- 
over at an Israeli airport. Is-- 
r a e 1 i and Israeli- American 
women and children remained 
aboard the planes. 

The Front warned that they 
would blow up the planes and 
passengers if any attempt were 
made to regain control of the 
aircraft. 

Switzerland was the first to 
meet the guerrilla demand, an- 
nouncing after two emergency 
meetings of the cabinet in 
Bern that three commandos 
serving prison terms for an 
attack on an Israeli jetliner at 
Zurich in February 1969 would 
i be freed. 

British Prime Minister Ed- 
ward Heath convened a crisis 
meeting with top aides on the 
guerrilla demand for release 
of Leila Khaled, 23, the woman 
captured when security agents 
foiled the hijacking of the 
Israeli El A1 jet Sunday. Miss 
K h a 1 e d’s accomplice was 
killed. 

Unnamed British officials 
said that, despite the guerrilla 
threats, Heath and his top 
ministers had decided to go 
ahead with the case of Miss 
Khaled. 

Earlier Hijack 

The woman, the Palestine 
liberation movement’s best- 
known exponent of women’s 
liberation, also helped hijack 
a Trans World Airlines jet- 
liner from Rome to Damascus. 
Syria, last summer. “An Arab 
girl is just as capable of fight - 1 
ing for liberty as an Arab 
man,” she said after the ex- 
ploit. 

British government sources 
said Britain has been in con- 
tact with the Soviet Union 
about the hijacking. They dis- 
closed no details but said it 
(was assumed Britain sought 
Russian diplomatic help to get 
the hostages released. 

The British sources said the 
British consul at Amman tried 
to drive to the desert airstrip 
where the two hijacked planes 
were held but was turned 
back. They said he reported 
the airstrip was surrounded 
by Jordanian army units, 
Iraqi infantry and guerrillas. 
1 A guerrilla spokesman in 
[Amman said the jumbo jet in 
Cairo was destroyed because 
of Egypt’s acceptance of U.S. 



peace proposals for the Middle ! 
East. 

The commando spokesman 
told a news conference in Am- 
man that all Israeli, Ameri- 
can, British and West Ger- 
man male passengers were be- 
ing held by the guerrillas in 
the jetliners, which became 
sweatboxes as they stood 
parked on the tiny airstrip. 

Cairo Action 

The three guerrillas who 
took the Pan American plane 
from Beirut to Cairo were 
taken into custody by Egyp- 
tian authorities. The plane was 
originally hijacked by four 
men as it left Amsterdam, but 
one left the plane at Beirut. 
Passengers said two of the 
original hijackers appeared to 
be Negroes rather than Arabs. 

Egypt co-operated with the 
airline in assisting the passen- 
gers of the hijacked plane to 
continue on their voyage to 
Rome and New York. Some 
diplomats in Cairo were of the 
opinion that the hijacking and 
destruction of the American 
plane would worsen relations 
between Egypt and the Pales- 
tinian guerrillas. The guerril- 
las oppose Egyption President 
Nasser’s acceptance of the U.S. 
peace proposals for the Mid- 
dle East. 

The West German govern- 
ment said it was taking meas- 
ures to secure the release of 
the German passengers. Al- 
though the statement did not j 
say outright that Bonn would 
comply with the demand for 
the release of three Palestin- 
ians held in Germany, officials 
of the Bavarian State Justice 
Ministry said they had been 
alerted to the likelihood that 
the prisoners might have to 
be set free. 

The three have been in the 
custody of Bavarian author- 
ities awaiting trial since they 
attacked Israeli passengers at 
the Munich airport in Feb- 
ruary, killing one person and 
injuring 11 others. 

Both West Germany- and 
Switzerland condemned the 
hijacking in strong terms. 
Israeli Reaction 

In Paris, Israel’s Transport 
Minister, Shimon Peres, said 
Israel will never negotiate with 
any Palestinian guerrilla or- 
ganization over hijacked Is- 
raeli or Jewish prisoners. 

“If the PLFP has decided to 
declare war against the Jewish 
people this is not something 
new in the history of the Jew- 
ish people, and I am sure the 



Jewish people will find the 
means to protect their own 
lives,” Peres said at a news 
conference. 

Despite their ordeal, the 
women and children released 
in Jordan were remarkably 
poised and cheerful. 

Chris Meili of New York said 
she first noticed the hijackers 
as one put an arm around the 
neck of the steward. 

Mrs. Meili, whose husband, 
Ernest, 68, was still aboard the 
plane, said, “They were all 
very nice. Nobody panicked. It 
was amazing how quiet every- 
one was.” 

Peggy Burt 17, of Columbus, 
Ohio, said there was no elec- 
tricity in the planes, “so that 
means no lights at night or air 
conditioning. 

“It’s not very comfortable 
out there in the desert” she 
added. 

Dan Kenny, 10, of Douglas- 
ton, N.Y., who was traveling 
alone was very cool about the 
hijacking. 

“It was a very interesting ex- 
perience” he said. 









Denmark Refuses 
To Extradite Hijacker 

Reuters 

COPENHAGEN, Sept. 7 — 
Denmark will not meet a 
Polish extradition demand for 
a 28-year-old butcher’s assist- 
ant who hijacked a Polish Air- 
lines plane and forced the 
pilot to land in Copenhagen 
June 5, the Justice Ministry 
announced today. 

The 28-year-old Pole, Zbig- 
niev Iwanieki, threatened the 
pilot with a couple of hand 
grenades. When the plane 
l4»ded at Copenhagen Kas- 
trup International Airport he 
requested political asylum. 

Since then Iwanieki has been 
remanded in custody on sev- 
eral charges that could bring 
him a total of six years im- 
prisonment. 

The decision in the Iwa- 
nicki case is likely to set a 
precedent in the case of a 19- 
year-old Pole who last month 
forced the pilot of another 
Polish domestic airlines flight 
to fly to the Danish Baltic 
island of Bornholm. 



c « 





Associated Press 

■"He tail is about all that’s left of the 747 blown up by guerrillas at Cairo airport. 






Associated Press 

The wreckage of the hijacked Pan American jumbo jet after it was blown up by guerrillas in Cairo. 



